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at the point of the sword. Such ideas were universal at the
time and none seemed able to see that trade is a mutual game
in which, for permanent success, both parties must gam equally.
Aliens. It will be well to inquire how, under the new order
of things, aliens fared in this country. The mediaeval objection
to 'foreigners1, from the next county, was as we have seen
breaking down under the new forces of centralized government
and national feeling. To a certain extent the ob]ection to aliens
was also weakening, though there was no sentiment about the
change, merely sound business principles. It began to be
recognized that there were certain things that were made better
on the Continent than in England and that it would be a good
thing to learn these methods. And fortunately for us the
misguided rulers of the Continent were at loggerheads with just
those classes of their subjects who were most advanced indus-
trially. Philip II successfully crushed freedom and with it
prosperity in his own domain of Spain, but the burghers of
the Netherlands were of stouter stuff. Under the persecutions
of Alva many fled to a kindlier shore and it was well for us that
we had a Government far-seeing enough to insist on their recep-
tion. Had the desires of some of the less progressive towns
prevailed, English industry would never have attained the place
it won in the world's history. Our kings1 policy of an open door,
though it was often due to mere considerations of revenue, was
in the long run very profitable to our nation. These refugees
came from all parts and settled in many different districts.
Walloon weavers settled in Glastonbury and Germans in Austin
Friars in London. This happened in the reign of Edward VI
and many more came under Elizabeth. It was Cecil's policy to
encourage them. Colchester has the honour of being enlightened
enough to welcome the strangers, who brought with them the
crafts of needle and parchment making, as well as skill in the
Weaving of fine cloths, known as bays. It was this immigration
of aliens that startod the manufacture of the ' New Draperies'
and revolutionized the whole cloth industry. It^is not certain,
but seems probable, that our great cotton industry is also a debt